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Friday 17th March 2023 
 

YEAR 6 RESIDENTIAL 

Dear Parents/Guardians 

We are writing to you about next year’s Year 6 residential slightly earlier than you may have anticipated, but 

we have been offered an early booking price-freeze by the provider which we are keen to take advantage of 

in the current climate. 

As such we have provisionally booked next year’s visit for Monday 20th May to Friday 24th May 2024 at 

PGL Caythorpe Court Multi-Activity Centre. This is a new venue for the school, which is exciting, but is run 

by PGL, who we have used successfully for a number of years. The residential will consist of a variety of 

activities including outdoor pursuits, team building and evening entertainment.  

Each day is packed with adventure to excite, inspire and build confidence. For the children it’s about 

digging deep - finding the courage to jump, to climb, and to take a step into the unknown. The experience 

is about learning to give and receive support, strengthen friendships and grow. This is a fantastic 

opportunity for your child to work collaboratively with their peer group, gain independence in preparation 

for secondary school, and most of all will be a fantastic memory of their final year at Gidea Park. 

The residential is being organised in association with PGL, which is a popular company that specialises in 

residential trips for children.  If you wish to look at the venue, please visit http://www.pgl.co.uk/en-gb/school-

trips/primary-schools/centres/caythorpe-court. The children are supervised by PGL staff during all of the 

activities and Gidea Park staff will have overall supervision 24 hours a day. A member of school staff will 

accompany the children on every activity during the trip. 

The trip itself will cost approximately £430, which covers the coach cost, all of the activities, breakfast, lunch, 

dinner, accommodation and the cost of the expert activity leaders. Although we have a firm price from PGL 

for the trip itself, total costings have been predicted based on an estimated coach cost and a prediction of 

the number of children attending; we will confirm this figure as soon as we have all of this information. 

Additionally, PGL do offer a sibling discount, which we will confirm in due course with those of you who have 

two children in Year 5. Costs for residential trips are rising year-on-year and we do look at different companies; 

http://www.pgl.co.uk/en-gb/school-trips/primary-schools/centres/caythorpe-court
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our decision has to be based on a number of factors including the quality of provision for your children, the 

distance from the school and costs compared to other schools in our local area. 

When previous Year 6 groups have been asked about their favourite memory of Gidea Park, the residential is 

always one of the most popular choices. It is a fantastic experience where children get to face their fears, 

make new friends and get to know the staff much better. We understand that some children may feel nervous 

about being away from home but would urge you to support them in being independent and joining us for 

the trip. Please note that we will be leaving school at approximately 9am on the 20th May and will aim to be 

back at school by 5-6pm on the 24th May.  

For the trip to be viable for the school in terms of staffing and costing, it is vital that enough children wish to 

go on the residential. We will be writing to you again just after the Easter holidays to request an initial 

deposit of £50 to secure your child’s place on the trip. Once we know the number of children that have 

committed to attending, we will write to you again with confirmation of the booking, what the final cost will 

be, and provide further instalment dates (the full cost can always be paid on Squid if parents wish). After this 

date it will not be possible to add any children to the booking. 

If you have any questions in the meantime, please make contact via the school office and we will be happy 

to discuss the trip with you.  

Yours sincerely 

   

 
Mr J Smith 

Deputy Headteacher 


