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11t December 2020
Dear Parents/carers
RE: Whole School Closure

As you are aware, we have seen an increasing number of COVID-19 positive cases amongst our staff and pupils. This
has escalated again overnight and we are awaiting results from staff and pupils within the remaining year groups in
school.

| have been updating the Local Authority on a daily basis. This afternoon, | had an extended conversation with the
Director of Education and Lead Public Health Advisor for Havering Schools and our Chair of Governors. Following on
from these conversations and in order to ensure the health and safety of our school community, | have therefore
decided, with their agreement, that we have no other choice than to close the school to all pupils and staff for the
remainder of the term.

| would like to make clear to you that this has made me incredibly sad to make this decision. | know that our children
do incredibly well at our school and genuinely believe it is the best place for them. In the space of just a few days,
this virus has spread through our school rapidly, despite the many safety precautions we have in place, which have
kept us COVID-free for most year groups since schools reopened in May. Seeing staff unwell, having a constant
influx of notifications of symptoms and knowing that we have staff and students awaiting results, makes this
decision therefore inevitable.

Our overall priority throughout the entire pandemic has been the safety and welfare of our pupils and staff and to
keep the school open to as many pupils as possible. This has included provision for vulnerable children and children
of key workers during lockdown, school holidays and bank holidays. We will provide provision for key worker
children if this is absolutely essential so please let the office know if this required for next week so that | can brief
staff.

We have improved our online provision greatly during the past months. Remote learning will be in place for next
week and we will be emailing to let you know what the provision will be. Please be aware that in school during the
final week before Christmas, we have a significantly reduced academic timetable as most classes enjoy Christmas
activities. The remote offer will reflect what children would usually be doing in school. We also have to consider
whether teachers who are currently self-isolating will be well enough to provide face to face interaction so any
timetable may be subject to change. As always we will keep open lines of communication with you about any
changes. On what would have been our last day of term and Christmas jumper day, please encourage your child to
put their jumper on for their morning registration session so that we can all enjoy some festive spirit.
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The school office emails will continue to be monitored across the week by office staff and your queries will be
answered as they usually would when we are open. If you have any queries, please email.

| would like to thank our amazing staff team and governors for their hard work and dedication to our pupils at this
time. We are also truly blessed with our parents and wider school community and | would like to thank you all for
your support, encouragement and positivity over the past months.

We look forward to seeing the children when we return after Christmas on Tuesday 5" January 2021. | ask you,
sincerely, to ensure that you do all you can to ensure your children return to school ‘COVID free’, by sticking to the
government guidelines, in order to give us the greatest opportunity to have a fresh start when we return.

Kind regards
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Miss P Sharma
Headteacher
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