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8™ October 2020
Dear Parents/carers,

Thank you for your continuing support in terms of following the measures that we have in place to protect
our school community. At the moment, our average whole school attendance is 97% which is excellent for
this point in the year.

New Website
Remember to have a look at the new website. The feedback so far has been that it is easy to use with
plenty of relevant information.

Reminder of Checks
Please remember not to send your child to school if they have any of the COVID symptoms:
e a high temperature — this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not need to
measure your temperature)
e anew, continuous cough — this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing
episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual)
e aloss or change to your sense of smell or taste — this means you've noticed you cannot smell or
taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal

You should keep your child at home and call 119 for advice. If your child has siblings at the school, they
should also remain at home.

Individual Photos

There will only be individual photos taking place on Tuesday 13™ October for all pupils. The photographers
will not be taking any family pictures before school as this is against both their risk assessment and the
school risk assessment. For year groups that have PE, pupils can come to school wearing their full school
uniform but with their trainers on. On this one occasion, children can stay in their uniform for their PE
lesson.

For this year, we will also not be taking any sibling photos. | will be honest and say that the senior
management team did discuss ways that it might be possible to take the sibling pictures but in the end this
proved to be impossible without significant movement around the school and mixing of year group
bubbles. Whilst | know that some parents will be disappointed by this, the safety of all the individuals in
our school must remain a priority during these times.

Achieving Excellence Together

~—
)
il & <0, Artsmark
ONDON | , g & 2 Silver Award

s . i o Awarded by Arts
IISI'“ERFATIO,IAL i i g P Council England

DL

GOLD
2017142

Eco-Schools
Bronze Award



Gidea Park Primary School

Lodge Avenue Romford Essex RM2 5AJ

Gidea Park
Psml:‘arly Headteacher Miss P Sharma LLB (Hons) PGCE
ke Telephone 01708 743801
Email office@gideapkprimary.org.uk

Masks

Some parents have raised a concern with us that during pick up times, many parents are not wearing a
mask. We wrote to you on Friday 25™ September to say that we request parents to wear a mask. Whilst the
school will not enforce this, it is a measure that increases the safety for everyone.

Funds for The School

The school are always looking for innovative ways to raise funds. We are working with Clothing Banks UK
and have had a personalised clothing and shoes bank delivered to our school. This will teach our pupils
about the value of recycling and how to reduce environmental damage. The school earns money each time
the bank is emptied which we can use to further enhance teaching and learning.

Parents’ Evening
Parents’ evening will be held after the half term. Appointments will be held via video conferencing. More
information to follow with dates and how to book your appointment.

Hot School Dinners

We are aiming to resume hot school dinners for reception, Y1 and Y2 from Monday 19" October. A menu
will be emailed out to parents next week. The menu is a slightly reduced menu compared to the previous
menu but remains in line with what other schools in Havering are currently offering. We have listened to
parent feedback about the baguettes which younger pupils found difficult to eat; these will be replaced with
burger baps.

Last Day of Term: Non- School uniform

The last day of this half term is Friday 23" October. This will be a non- school uniform day and as usual,
pupils will bring in a donation for the PTA Tombola at the XMAS bazaar. This may seem early but the items
must be quarantined before they can be labelled and then will then need to be quarantined again. The PTA
also have a fantastic idea of how to run the stall in COVID friendly manner.
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Miss P Sharma
Headteacher
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