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           Friday 31st December 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers 

RE: School Closure – Government directive 

I hope that you all managed to have a peaceful and safe Christmas this year.  Never before have I had to write to 

parents on New Year’s Eve so I will keep this as brief as possible. 

Many of you will have watched the speech made by Gavin Williamson yesterday, in which the government 

announced that in order to help contain the community transmission of coronavirus (COVID-19), some restrictions to 

primary education settings are required in certain areas.  As you are no doubt aware, Havering falls within the list of 

Local Authority areas that are subject to the Contingency Framework. This means that all primary schools in 

Havering including Gidea Park Primary will be closed to pupils until at least Monday 18th January 2021.   

For all pupils, remote learning will be in place from Tuesday 5th January 2021.  For pupils who will be accessing 

remote learning, which is the majority of our children, the layout will be similar to previous experiences, with face-

to-face teacher input sessions, independent work and a clear timetable for the day.  Further information will follow 

on Monday 4th January when the school office reopens. 

At the moment, the date for return for all pupils is Monday 18th January 2021.  The government will be reviewing this 

date and as soon as we have any other information, this will be communicated to you. 

However, the school will remain open for children of critical workers and those defined as vulnerable to 

attend (hyperlinks to the definitions are included here for ease).    

If you believe that you are classified as a key worker, and you are unable to make alternative arrangements, please 

email the school office with details of your job(s).  You will also need to provide work identification badges or 

alternative confirmation for this.  Please note that if your child previously attended school during the national 

lockdown as a child of a critical worker, you will not need to provide evidence again but will still need to inform us if 

you intend to send your child in.  This information should be emailed to the office by 12pm on Monday 4th January 

so that I can ensure that staff are in place.  For any parents whose child/children will attend school, you will receive 

another letter on Monday afternoon.  Please note that your child will require headphones/earphones if they will be 

in school. For hygiene purposes the school cannot provide these at this time.  Most class teachers will be working 

from home. 

Vulnerable pupils includes children who attend our school and have an EHCP.   If you would like your child to attend 

the school setting, please email Miss Brooks and she will liaise with the SLT (senior leadership team). 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision#critical-workers
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision#vulnerable-children-and-young-people
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2020 has been a challenging year for school leaders, school staff, parents, pupils and governors but it has also given 

us a deeper understanding of: the importance of community, the power of resilience and the ability to adapt to an 

ever-changing world.  I wish all of you a very Happy New Year and let us all enter 2021 with a renewed optimism for 

the future. 

 

Kind regards 

    

 
Miss P Sharma     Mr J Smith 
Headteacher     Deputy Headteacher 
 

 

 


