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            2nd March 2021 

Dear Parents/Carers                                                                                                                                                

I hope that all of you continue to be safe and well. 

 

Following on from the newsletter last week and Boris Johnson’s announcement, I am writing to confirm that 

the school will reopen to ALL pupils on Monday 8th March 2021.  When I became headteacher at Gidea 

Park, never did I imagine that I would have to write letters like this.  This is the second letter to you about a 

reopening of the school.  I know that the school has a robust remote learning programme in place and the 

teachers have been fantastic.  However, I will also start by thanking all of you for the work that you have 

done at home supporting your children.  No matter how good a school’s remote provision, I know that 

parents have a vital role to play in the success of such programmes.  You have been the ones at times who 

have had to motivate your children, get them to go online and have set clear routines, whilst many of you 

have been working from home yourselves.  Now it is time to hand those reins back to us again, and the 

staff and I are thoroughly looking forward to welcoming all of our pupils back to school.   

 

I apologise for the length of this letter but we do need to share all relevant information to parents.  Please 

read it carefully. 

 

The DfE has asked schools to assess their circumstances and try to implement bubbles whilst ensuring that 

the size of bubbles does not affect the quality and breadth of teaching or access for support and specialist 

staff. 

 

As always your child will be welcomed back to school and greeted by smiling, friendly staff.   However, the 

health and safety of both staff and pupils is paramount and the systems stipulated in this letter must be 

adhered to. 

 

BUBBLES 

We will continue to adopt a ‘year group bubble’ model across the school.  This means that adults within a 

year group can move between classes and pupils can play with their year group.  Each year group will have 

a specified area for break times and will only eat lunch with their year group.  There will be minimal mixing 

of pupils and adults across year groups.  The DfE would like pupils and staff to continue to socially distance 
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wherever possible; however, they have accepted that pupils will have to sit within close proximity of each 

other.  With this in mind, the DfE has once again recommended that pupils sit side by side, so all of our 

classrooms will be arranged in rows. 

 

ATTENDANCE 

The government has stated that when schools reopen on Monday 8th March attendance will be mandatory 

again. It is a parent’s responsibility to ensure that their child attends school and receives an education.  

Parents may be fined for their child’s non-attendance.  If your child is absent for any reason, you must let 

the office know via email or with a phone call.  Our Attendance Policy is available to view on our school 

website. 

 

STAGGERED DROP OFF AND PICK UP 

We have reviewed our previous timings as they were leading to a loss of learning time so we will continue 

with staggered times with some key changes. 

 

There will be 2 time slots for entry. 

8.30am – 8.50am Y1 to Y6 (all year groups) 

9.00am – 9.10am Reception pupils. 

For children in Y2 to Y6, we will continue with no parents on site as this significantly reduces mixing.  EYFS 

and Y1 parents can continue to walk pupils to classroom doors but you must stay 2 metres away from class 

doors. If a Y1 pupil wishes to walk in by themselves, we would encourage this. 

 

In terms of how pupils will enter the school, this will all be via the outer classroom doors. There will be staff 

available at the gates to walk pupils in if required.  Please note that no teacher will be available to talk to 

you in the morning.  If you would like to speak to a class teacher, email the office and the teacher will 

contact you. 

 

As the drop off time for Y1 to Y6 has been amalgamated, we will be opening the back gate during 

the morning drop off.  However, the back gate is only for pupils in Y1 to Y6 who will walk in by 

themselves.  No adults will be allowed on site via the back gate.  Parents of children in Y1 who wish 

to walk pupils to classroom doors must use the front gate only. Reception parents must also only use 
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the front gate. The back gate and the main grey gate leading to Y1-Y6, will open at 8.30am and close 

promptly at 8.50am. 

 

To ensure that we safeguard our site while the back gate is open in the morning, both Mr Smith (Deputy 

Headteacher) and Miss Brooks (INCO) will be at the back gate at drop off. 

 

In order to help you understand the new system, I have created some scenarios for you: 

 

Scenario Gates Option 

I have children in Y2, Y3 and Y6 The children can use either the back gate or the 

front gate and will walk in by themselves. 

I have a child in Y1 and Y3. My Y1 child is happy to 

walk in by themselves. 

If your Y1 child is prepared to walk in by 

themselves, children can use either the front gate 

or the back gate. 

I have a child in Y1 and Y3. I want to walk my Y1 

child to the class door. 

You must use the front gate. 

I have a child in Reception and Y1.  You must use the front gate and the sibling rule 

applies, so after you have dropped your Y1 child off 

you can go straight to the Reception class. 

 

At the end of the day, there will be two pick up slots. 

3.00pm – 3.15pm Reception 

3.15pm – 3.30pm KS1 and KS2 

Parents will go directly to the classes to pick up all pupils via the outer classroom doors.  You should stand 

socially distanced from other parents and away from the classroom door. Teachers will then send each child 

out to their parents.   Parents and children will need to leave the site quickly.  We would like to avoid any 

further staggering and with parental support in terms of getting children here on time, we hope that we will 

not need to amend the plan.  If you are a sibling family and you would like your child in Y4-Y6 to walk 

round to a sibling’s class at 3.15pm, please write a new note in the school diary.  We will not assume that 

previous notes are still valid. 
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FOR END OF SCHOOL PICK UP, THE BACK GATE ENTRANCE WILL BE OPENED AT 3.05PM BY A MEMBER OF 

STAFF.  AS THE PICK UP TIME IS SHORTER, THIS WILL ALLOW PARENTS AND CHILDREN TO DISPERSE 

QUICKLY.  THE GATE WILL SHUT AT 3.40PM. 

CURRICULUM 

Our curriculum will continue to be adapted to suit the needs of our pupils.  Assessments will take place, 

allowing teachers to identify any gaps and misconceptions so that these can be addressed promptly.  Our 

curriculum remains broad and ambitious and all pupils will be taught a wide range of subjects. 

Schools have still been advised not to teach indoor PE.  We will be teaching our outdoor PE curriculum 

along with adding the daily mile to our sports provision. Swimming will not be taking place until further 

notice. 

UNIFORM 

Pupils will be expected to wear their complete school uniform.  Black shoes should be worn, as black 

trainers are not permitted.  However, we do understand that some children may need new shoes and due to 

the shops still being closed, a small minority of pupils may have to wear other shoes until parents can 

purchase new shoes. As shops open on 12th April, we will start to enforce the black shoes rule after the 

Easter holidays.  For other uniform, both Havering Schoolwear and Marks & Spencer have online ordering 

which is available now and has been available throughout lockdown.  Major supermarkets with clothing 

sections also remain open.  For PE lessons, KS2 pupils should continue to have a pair of trainers in their PE 

kit.  This is because plimsolls provide minimal support for feet when playing outdoor sports.  On PE days, all 

pupils from Y1 to Y6 will continue to come to school wearing their PE kit with their school jumper.  PE 

days have changed for year groups. 

Tuesday: Y1 & Y5 

Wednesday: Y2 & Y3 

Thursday: Y4 

Friday: Y6 

 

LUNCH ARRANGEMENTS 

The school kitchen will be providing lunches to all FSM pupils which includes all pupils in Reception, Y1 and 

Y2.   To start with, all KS2 pupils will be eating lunch with their class bubble, either in the classroom or 

outside.  We will be resuming the hot meal service for pupils in KS2 across the first few weeks so please 
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make sure that your squid account is topped up.  KS1 pupils will use the main hall but bubbles will be 

maintained at all times. Please ensure that you send your child in with a named water bottle as the water 

fountains will be out of use. 

 

STATIONERY & EQUIPMENT 

All pupils from Y1 to Y6 will need to bring in their own stationery as they have done for Autumn term.  Top-

up packs can be purchased from the school office via Squid as usual.  The reason for this measure is so that 

we can ensure that no equipment is shared.  Your child will continue to bring their school diary in every day, 

together with their reading book.  Please ensure that your child does not bring anything else into school. 

 

HANDWASHING 

Frequent handwashing, cleaning and good hygiene practices will be followed. Hands will be washed: 

 When pupils arrive at school. 

 After each playtime/outdoor session. 

 Before eating and after eating. 

 If a child sneezes or coughs into their hands. 

 If a child wishes to wash their hands for any other reason. 

The school has enough hand wash and paper towels for pupils to use.  Children can bring a hand cream to 

school with them as frequent washing of the hands can dry their hands out. 

 

WRAP AROUND CARE 

The after school and before school club will resume.  The club is run by external providers and they have 

already contacted most parents.  If you need to get in touch with them, please call 07551 246 823. 

We will be reviewing the risk assessments for all other sports clubs that usually run and hope to resume 

these as soon as possible. We will write you about individual clubs when they are ready to restart. 

 

COVID SYMPTOMS 

The same government advice continues to apply to any child or adult who may exhibit symptoms of the 

virus. The school must be informed immediately and the child would need to self-isolate for 10 days as well 

as having a COVID 19 test.  Please do not send your child to school if they have any symptoms. 
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COVID TESTING 

In primary schools, no pupils will have tests administered by staff.  There is no vaccination programme 

planned for primary aged pupils.   

SCHOOL OFFICE 

In order to restrict the number of non-essential adults entering the premises, we would ask that you refrain 

from walking into reception.  If you need to contact a member of staff, please email or call the school office.  

It is vital that you remember to send your child in with everything they need for the day, as this helps your 

child have a productive day at school.  This is a fantastic opportunity to develop your child’s independence.  

Get them to write a list in the evening of everything they need for the next day and then tick it off when 

they have it in their hands before walking out the front door. 

 

On the rare occasion that your child is late for school, only one family is allowed into the office at any one 

time.  Office staff then have to escort each child to their class so you may have to wait for staff to return to 

the office before they can then admit more children. 

 

When the school opens, the staff, as always, will be polite and respectful to our school community while 

ensuring that health and safety measures are followed at all times during pick-up and drop-off; please be 

respectful to staff as they do their job, keeping everyone safe.  Any aggressive or abusive behaviour will not 

be tolerated.    

We hope that we can keep all of our pupils in school for the remainder of the academic year without the 

need to self-isolate.  The bigger driver to prevent year groups having to isolate is what happens outside the 

school in the wider community.  I urge you and your families to continue to follow national guidelines and 

follow the government’s road map to ease restrictions so that we can keep schools open. 

All of the staff, Mr Smith and I look forward to seeing you all on Monday 8th March. 

Kind regards 

    
Miss P Sharma          

Headteacher 


