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            20th July 2021 

Dear Parents/Carers                                                                                                                                                

I hope that all of you continue to be safe and well. 

 

Following on from the newsletter last week, I am writing to confirm the arrangements that will be in place 

when school reopens after the summer holidays.  The first day back to school is Friday 3rd September 

2021.  If you have a younger child who is starting in reception, you will have received a separate letter 

outlining the plan for new starters.  Apologies for the length of this letter but there is lots of information to 

share so please read all of the sections. 

 

As I have said before schools do not follow the national rules that are set out for the general public. We 

follow the directives set out by the DfE (Department for Education).  It is important to remember that each 

school will differ slightly so the model that Gidea Park has adopted has some elements that will be unique 

to our setting while other elements will be similar to other schools across the borough. 

 

We have reviewed the changes that we made to the daily operation of the school and have retained those 

that have had a positive impact on our pupils.  Schools are being urged to retain some form of social 

distancing at drop off and pick up times as this is considered to be a crowded time of day. 

 

BUBBLES 

The DfE no longer recommends that it is necessary to keep children in consistent groups. Therefore, the 

school is no longer required to operate a bubble system.   

 

Schools are permitted to resume assemblies but we will continue with our weekly virtual assembly.  This 

decision is as a result of pupil feedback as the majority of pupils have said that they prefer the virtual 

format. I like to think that it is because they love the weekly virtual class quiz!  

 

Across the year, we will gradually reintroduce face to face assemblies to year groups. 
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SELF-ISOLATION 

Schools are no longer required to track and trace.  Instead this will all be done by the NHS track and trace 

programme.  This means that if a child or adult has symptoms or tests positive, the year group will no 

longer need to isolate.  The child/adult with symptoms must take a PCR test within 2 days and if this is 

negative, they can return to school.  If it is positive, then 10 days of isolation will remain in place for the 

individual.  Lateral flow tests will not be accepted as proof. 

The school will still send home any pupil/adult who has symptoms. 

ATTENDANCE 

Attendance continues to be mandatory. It is a parent’s responsibility to ensure that their child attends 

school and receives an education.  Parents may be fined for their child’s non-attendance.  Our Attendance 

Policy is available to view on our school website. 

 

TIMINGS OF THE SCHOOL DAY 

We will be aiming to resume our pre-COVID timings for the school day.  

 

The drop off time in the morning will be from 8.40am until 8.50am.  In terms of how pupils will enter the 

school, this will all be via the outer classroom doors.  We will continue with pupils in Y2- Y6 walking to 

classrooms without an adult as this has had a positive impact on how quickly pupils settle in the morning 

and no learning time is lost.  Both the front and back gate will be open from 8.40am until 8.50am. 

 

However, the back gate is only for pupils in Y1 to Y6 who will walk in by themselves.  No adults will 

be allowed on site via the back gate.  Parents of children in Y1 who wish to walk pupils to classroom 

doors must use the front gate only. Reception parents must also only use the front gate. The back 

gate and the main grey gate leading to Y1-Y6, will open at 8.40am and close promptly at 8.50am. 

 

To ensure that we safeguard our site while the back gate is open in the morning, members of staff will 

supervise the entry of pupils. 
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I have included the same table that was in the last reopening letter to explain this clearly: 

 

Scenario Gates Option 

I have children in Y2, Y3 and Y6 The children can use either the back gate or the 

front gate and will walk in by themselves. 

I have a child in Y1 and Y3. My Y1 child is happy to 

walk in by themselves. 

If your Y1 child is prepared to walk in by 

themselves, children can use either the front gate 

or the back gate. 

I have a child in Y1 and Y3. I want to walk my Y1 

child to the class door. 

You must use the front gate. 

I have a child in Reception and Y1.  You must use the front gate. 

 

There will be staff available on the playgrounds to direct children for the first few weeks.  There will also be 

plenty of adults at both gates to walk any children in that may need this.  Please note that no teacher will 

be available to talk to you in the morning.  If you have an urgent query, please email or call the school 

office. 

 

At the end of the school day, we will be reverting to our pre-covid times.  EYFS pick is at 3.15pm, KS1 pick-

up is at 3.20pm and KS2 pick up will be at 3.30pm.   

Parents will continue to go directly to the classes to pick up all pupils via the outer classroom doors.  We 

would encourage to continue to stand socially distanced from other parents and away from the classroom 

door.  Teachers will send each child out to their parents. If you need to ask a quick question to a class 

teacher, then please let class teachers know.    

The school gates will closely promptly at 3.40pm. 

CURRICULUM 

Throughout the year, our curriculum has remained ambitious, broad and balanced.  The key change from 

September is that schools will resume teaching indoor PE lessons.  As the year progresses, we will also 

resume trips and visits so that pupils have access to a wider curriculum. 

 

We look forward to resuming face to face parent workshops where you can find out more about what your 

children learn in school and how you can support them at home 
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UNIFORM/PE KIT 

Pupils will be expected to wear their complete school uniform.  Black shoes should be worn, as black 

trainers are not permitted.  On PE days, pupils should continue to attend school in their PE kit.  Pupils 

should wear their PE kit with a school jumper/cardigan.  Staff will address any infringements to school 

uniform. 

 

LUNCH ARRANGEMENTS 

We have already resumed hot school dinners for the whole school. During the summer months, all KS2 

children who are packed lunches have had their lunch outside.  We will continue with this as long as the 

weather allows as this means that there are less children in the enclosed dining hall.  Naturally, when the 

weather changes we will resume eating in the hall. Pupils will no longer eat in classrooms. 

 

STATIONERY & EQUIPMENT 

All pupils from Y1 to Y6 will need to bring in their own stationery (see transition document regarding 

equipment which was emailed on Monday).  For Y1 up to Y6, as usual, these can be purchased from the 

school office via Squid.  The reason for this measure is so that we continue to limit the amount of 

equipment that is shared.  Your child will continue to bring their school diary in every day, together with 

their reading book.  Please ensure that your child does not bring anything else into school. 

 

PROTECTIVE MEASURES IN SCHOOL 

When children are in school, we will continue to: 

 Ensure good hygiene for everyone ( regular hand washing, catch it, bin it) 

 Maintain appropriate cleaning regimes  

 Keep occupied spaces well ventilated (doors and windows open when possible) 

 Follow public health guidance on test and trace and isolation. 

 

Daily Health Checks For Parents To Complete at Home 

Every day before coming to school, please check if your child has any of the following: 

 a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not need to 

measure your temperature) 

 a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing 

episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual) 
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 a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot smell or 

taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal 

If your child has any of these symptoms, get a PCR test (test that is sent to a lab) to check if you they have 

coronavirus and stay at home until you get the result, even if the symptoms are mild. 

 

When the school opens, the staff, as always, will be polite and respectful to our school community while 

ensuring that health and safety measures are followed at all times; please be respectful to staff as they do 

their job, keeping everyone safe and supporting our community. Any aggressive or abusive behaviour will 

not be tolerated.    

As we tentatively take steps to return to some sense of normality, it is important to note that if there are 

any local outbreaks then the DfE have said that bubbles, mask wearing and other additional measures may 

be reintroduced.  I hope that as a local community we continue to stay safe so that our children can stay in 

school because this is where they have some of the best opportunities to learn, develop and flourish as 

young people.  I am optimistic about next year and look forward to an uninterrupted year of learning for all. 

Have a lovely summer and we look forward to seeing you in September. 

 

Kind regards 

    

 
Miss P Sharma          

Headteacher 


