
Gidea Park Primary School 
Lodge Avenue   Romford   Essex   RM2 5AJ        
 
Headteacher   Miss P Sharma LLB (Hons) PGCE 
Telephone       01708 743801 
Email                office@gideapkprimary.org.uk 

 
 

Achieving Excellence Together 

   
  

 
 
 

 

           4th November 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
I would like to thank all of you for adhering to the rules that we have had in place since we reopened to all pupils in 
September.  To date, we have only sent one year group home to isolate and remote learning with video interactions 
and live teaching with class teachers was successful.  This year group is now back in school. 
  
I am sure that all of you are aware that the country will be entering into another lockdown on Thursday 5th 
November.  Schools will remain open to all pupils and attendance continues to be mandatory.  Schools are expecting 
to receive further advice from the DfE later on this week about any staff or pupils who may be critically vunerable for 
any reason. 
 
As part of the lockdown, we have reviewed our whole school risk assessments to ensure that both our pupils and 
staff continue to be kept safe.  We will be changing some aspects of how the school operates.  Please remember that 
any measures that we put in place will help to mitigate risk rather than remove risk as this is not possible.   The 
changes are outlined below. 
 
Morning Drop Off 
During the morning drop off, pupils in Y2 to Y6 will now walk to their classrooms on their own.  Parents can drop 
children to the start of the short slope at the front entrance but will not come onto the school site.  This is being put 
in place to considerably reduce the number of adults on our site and will help to reduce the contact between 
parents, teachers and pupils.   The back gate remains closed so children are in a secure environment. Many of our 
pupils already walk in by themselves and during the school day they move between playgrounds and classes 
independently.  Additional adults from year groups will be outside to direct pupils and walk them to class if 
necessary.  This will begin from Friday 6th November.  Staff will be polite when enforcing this and we expect the 
same in return. 
 
There will be some exceptions to this for our pupils with SEND (Special Educational Needs) and/or an EHCP 
(educational health care plan).   
 
Afternoon Pick up 
At the moment this remains unchanged.  Please continue to wear a mask and  leave the school site as soon as you 
have collected your children. 
 
Lunchtime 
Some of our mid-day staff that supervise reception, year 1 and year 2 will now be wearing gloves, a face mask and a 
visor.  The staff are having to help many pupils who are having a hot school dinner cut their food and open any 



Gidea Park Primary School 
Lodge Avenue   Romford   Essex   RM2 5AJ        
 
Headteacher   Miss P Sharma LLB (Hons) PGCE 
Telephone       01708 743801 
Email                office@gideapkprimary.org.uk 

 
 

Achieving Excellence Together 

   
  

 
 
 

 

packages or cartons which involves close contact.   We must ensure that protective measures are followed to keep 
everyone safe.   It would be helpful to the school if parents could help their children at home to develop their abilty 
to use a knife and fork. 
 
We are in the process of reviewing how we can safely offer hot school dinners to our KS2 pupils whilst maintaining 
the year group bubbles. 
 
Notification of cases 
If a year group needs to be isolated for any reason, parents will be notified and remote learning information will be 
commumicated to parents.  Due to GDPR, names of pupils or staff who may have tested positive are not released to 
the general school community.   
 
There are also other situations where we would not notify parents as it does not impact the other pupils/families: 

 If a child/member of staff is self-isolating due to someone in their family having symptoms or testing 
positive. 

 If a child/member of staff has already been self-isolating and develops symptoms as they will not have had 
contact with other pupils so the year group does not need to isolate. 

 If a year group is already isolating and another child in that year group tests positive, we would not need to 
share this information as it does not impact anyone else at that point.  The return to school date for the 
other pupils is not impacted unless they develop symptoms.  

 A child/staff member has been instructed to self-isolate by NHS track and trace. 
 
Although we do not recommend it, we are aware that parents may choose to reveal their individual family’s 
situation on social media or messaging services such as whats app.   The school office will not confirm any 
information that has been shared in this way if we would not usually communicate the information to parents. 
 
 
We appreciate your continued co-operation in helping us keep our school community safe so that we can remain 
open to all of our year groups. 
 
Kind regards 
 
 

 
Miss P Sharma          
Headteacher 


