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Wednesday 6 January 2021

Dear Parents/carers

Since | last wrote to you, Mr Boris Johnson has announced a new national lockdown and that schools will now be
closed until at least February half term. | have received this with mixed feelings as | am sure many of you have too.
On the one hand, | know that the country must act to keep people safe from Covid-19 but on the other hand, | know
that the best place for our children’s education and wellbeing is in school with their teachers.

However, all schools must follow government directives and remain closed. We are in a much better position with
regard to our remote learning than we were during the last lockdown and we will continue to make improvements.
Changes that we have made to our remote learning this term are based on the parental survey feedback from year
groups that had to self-isolate last term. Our offer is to give pupils access to live lessons for each subject with linked
work available. We do understand that remote learning puts pressures on many of our families in terms of working
parents having to balance their own work with children at home; having children in both primary and secondary
school that have to access devices; and that families do not have devices for all children. With this in mind, we
would encourage your child to access as many live lessons as they can within the constraints of your personal family
circumstances and without placing undue stress on your family life. Teachers will not put any additional pressure on
children if they do miss a live lesson or are unable to submit all of the work.

Laptops for Loan

There have been various mentions of devices for schools in the news and in the Prime Minister’s national address.
To be clear, the devices that are provided to schools from the DfE are primarily for pupils from disadvantaged
backgrounds. Each school is allocated a predefined number of devices by the DfE based on the percentage of pupils
that attend the school that are disadvantaged. Gidea Park Primary School has been allocated 16 Chromebooks.

Devices will be loaned at the school’s discretion based on a priority list. This list is:

1) Disadvantaged pupils who do not have access to a device (Pupil Premium).
2) Other families who do not have access to a device at home.
3) Other relevant factors such as individual need and age.

Attached to this letter is the Device Loan Agreement for your reference. All Chromebooks remain the property of
Gidea Park Primary and will be managed by the school. The devices are loaned to allow pupils access to remote
learning. Parents/carers take full responsibility for the device and will be asked to replace any damaged devices. If
you would like to apply for a device, please click here to complete a Device Loan Request Form. The link can also be
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found in the email. Responses will be considered based on above factors and parents informed if they are successful;
the school already has a good idea who does not have access to a device due to our monitoring of live lessons.

We are aware that for our pupil numbers 16 Chromebooks is a small amount, but we have no control over the DfE
allocation processes. The school is looking at ways to procure more devices to help our pupils who are learning at
home.

The first deadline for Chromebook applications will be Monday 11t January 2021 at 3.30pm. Please be patient while
we collate responses. We will look to allocate the first Chromebooks next week. If your child is allocated a device,
we will ask you to read and sign the loan agreement when you come to collect your device.

Kind regards
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Miss P Sharma
Headteacher
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